
[image: A red circle with black text

Description automatically generated]









SELF ASSESSMENT REPORT

YOZGAT BOZOK UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
DEPARTMENT OF ART HISTORY










Assoc. Prof. Dr. İlkgül KAYA (Committee Head)

Assistant Prof. Dr. Pınar SERDAR DİNÇER (Committee Member)

Assistant Prof. Dr. Betül ÖZCAN BALKIR (Committee Member)




October 2024
CONTENTS
1.1. INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIT	4
1.1.1. Contact Information	4
1.1.2. Historical Development	4
1.1.3. Mission, Vision, Values ​​and Goals	4
1.1.4. Education Services	5
1.1.5. Research Activities	5
2. STUDENTS	7
3. PROGRAM EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES	8
4. PROGRAM OUTPUTS	9
5. CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT	11
6. EDUCATION PLAN	13
7. TEACHING STAFF	14
8. INFRASTRUCTURE	15
10. ORGANIZATION AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES	17
11. PROGRAM SPECIFIC CRITERIA	18
12. STRENGTHS AND OPEN POINTS FOR IMPROVEMENT	19
13. CONCULUSION	20
ADDITION	21





[bookmark: _GoBack]














[bookmark: _Toc180951181]INTRODUCTION

The Department of Art History of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Yozgat Bozok University is an educational program that aims to train expert individuals who know how to access information, can effectively use research methods and techniques, can evaluate the information they have acquired according to appropriate criteria, and can interpret the results of this evaluation in a functional and efficient manner. Art History is one of the basic elements of social sciences and is a branch of science that aims to strengthen the bond with the past by examining art objects and material cultural assets in the context of historical development and style.
The Art History Department Undergraduate Program, which has accepted students since the 2018-2019 academic year, aims to develop students' theoretical knowledge, skills, and understanding in the field of art history and to train competent and equipped art historians in this field. Since Turkey is located in an important geography that has hosted dozens of different civilizations, it is of great importance to evaluate the intense cultural heritage left by these civilizations in terms of art history and to reveal cultural continuity.
The Art History Department Undergraduate Program aims to train the art historians and academicians needed in our country; At the same time, it aims to provide individuals interested in art history with basic information and to raise awareness among citizens about material cultural assets. In today's world where access to information is becoming increasingly important and easier, the Art History Undergraduate Program operating at Yozgat Bozok University will contribute to the training of art historians with scientific research skills in our developing province.








1.1. INFORMATION ABOUT THE UNIT
1.1.1. Contact Information

Dean: Prof. Dr. Hidayet ÇETİN
Department Chair: Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mehmet KUTLU
Address: Yozgat Bozok University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Department of Art History, Atatürk Road 7th km Merkez, YOZGAT
Phone : (0354) 212 26 63 e-mail : mehmet.kutlu@bozok.edu.tr

1.1.2. Historical Development

The Department of Art History was established in 2009 within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Yozgat Bozok University and started accepting students by opening an undergraduate program in the 2018-2019 academic year. Our department currently has a total of seven faculty members, including two associate professors and five assistant professors. The department's fields of study include Turkish-Islamic Art, Byzantine Art, Western Art and Contemporary Art. Our faculty members conduct important studies in their areas of expertise and transfer their knowledge in these areas to their students.
There is a classroom and a drawing class for the use of our department. In addition, our students can benefit from printed sources and e-resources in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences Library and the Central Library of Yozgat Bozok University. Thanks to various databases and online publication links, our students can easily access the sources. Our students enrolled in the undergraduate program also have the opportunity to participate in art history and archaeology excavations carried out by our department and other universities every year.

1.1.3. Mission, Vision, Values ​​and Goals

As the Department of Art History, we aim to ensure that our students gain the skills to understand, date and interpret works of art from a multidisciplinary and scientific perspective; and to grow up as conscious and effective professionals with the mission of protecting and sustaining our cultural assets. The Art History Undergraduate Program enables students to gain critical awareness of the environment they live in, and to acquire the ability to classify and define works of art according to cultures, geographies, periods, materials and techniques, stylistic and iconographic features.
The scientific goals of the Art History Undergraduate Program include students learning research methods effectively, using information correctly, gaining the ability to compile and transfer information, and learning to combine theory with practice. In line with the mission of our department, students are expected to reach a level of awareness where they can get to know material cultural assets and produce ideas on the registration and protection of cultural assets in their future professional lives.
The Art History Undergraduate Program, which is a multidisciplinary field closely related to fields such as archaeology, architecture, museology, history, literature and folklore; It aims to provide students with architectural drawing, archaeological findings drawing, ethnographic artifact evaluation and inventory skills. In addition, providing basic knowledge to read epigraphic records on cultural assets through Ottoman and Greek courses is one of the important outcomes of our program. The Department of Art History aims to be a leading department in protecting and promoting cultural heritage on a global scale by training internationally recognized scientists and cultural heritage experts.

1.1.4. Education-Training Services

The undergraduate education period in our department is 4 years and the language of education is Turkish. Those who successfully graduate from the Art History department are given the title of “Art Historian”.

1.1.5. Research Activities

Our University Central Library provides access to our students for various research activities such as literature scanning, data storage and evaluation, report and article writing, calculation, and statistical analysis with computers connected to the internet. Our library includes source books and journals related to the field of art history; and offers access to many periodicals over the internet. In addition, our subscriptions to many local and foreign periodicals are at the service of our students for academic studies.
Our department faculty members participate in the excavations of Yozgat Kuşaklı Mound, Çorum Alaca Kalehisar and Kars Ani Archaeological Site in our country; and in the excavations of Berel and Eleke Sazı Kurgans and Akbauır settlement in Kazakhstan abroad. In addition, our department offers our students the opportunity to participate in field research in the excavations at Yozgat Kuşaklı Mound, Çorum Alaca Kalehisar and Kars Ani Archaeological Site during the summer term. 
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2. STUDENTS

Undergraduate education at our university is carried out in accordance with the "Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education-Teaching and Examination Regulation" determined by the Council of Higher Education (YÖK) and the principles accepted by the University Senate. In calculating the education period of students who transfer horizontally, the time they spend at the institution they came from is also taken into account and the total time cannot exceed the limit determined by law. Adaptation procedures are carried out upon the recommendation of the department board and the decision of the faculty board.

Sample Application Proof:
Yozgat Bozok University Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education-Teaching and Examination Regulation
Students in the program can benefit from domestic (Farabi) and international (Erasmus) student exchange programs if they meet the necessary conditions.

Sample Application Proof:
Erasmus Program Information Page
Success evaluation in our department is carried out according to the success evaluation criteria specified in the "Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education-Teaching and Examination Regulation" accepted by the Yozgat Bozok University Senate. Students' workload and performance are actively monitored via the ECTS Information Package in accordance with the Bologna system, and exam loads can be changed according to their weights. Students who complete the criteria specified in the regulation are eligible to graduate.

Sample Application Proof:
Yozgat Bozok University Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education-Teaching and Exam Regulation

3. PROGRAM EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

The objectives of the Art History Undergraduate program include the competencies determined in line with the Higher Education Qualifications Framework. The objectives of the educational program define the knowledge, skills and attitudes that students are expected to gain and reveal the competencies and competencies expected from graduates. Our program outcomes ensure that the competencies expected from graduates can be actively observed. These objectives cover all competencies aimed at meeting professional and social expectations.
The main objective of the program is to introduce the artistic development and interactions of various civilizations, especially focusing on Turkish Art, within the framework of art history. In our department, the style and historical development of the pre-Islamic Hun, Gokturk, Uyghur States and the Turkish and Islamic states established after the emergence of Islam (such as Abbasid, Umayyad, Karahanli, Ghaznavid, Seljuk, Ottoman) as well as the works of art belonging to the Eastern Roman, European and contemporary periods constitute the content of the basic courses. In addition to epigraphic analysis courses such as Ottoman and Greek, which are aimed at examining works of art, Excavation Techniques, Technical Drawing and Surveying, and Photography courses are also offered as support.

Our aim with this program is to train qualified and expert art historians who can unearth the cultural assets of our country with scientific methods and ensure the protection and exhibition of these assets using modern technologies. It is aimed for students who will participate in the Art History undergraduate program to develop their skills in accessing new information, evaluating and interpreting the information they have acquired based on their existing knowledge. One of the most important goals of the program is to make students more equipped by increasing the quality of education.

Thanks to the program outcomes, students will develop their skills in accessing and evaluating information; they will be able to train themselves in areas such as research and development, project management, and statistics. In addition, it is aimed to train students who are prone to teamwork, who care about human relations and communication, and who can use basic computer technologies effectively.
Sample Application Proof: Yozgat Bozok University Art History Department

4. PROGRAM OUTCOMES

The mission of the Art History Program is to train qualified personnel who are experts in their fields and respect the social values ​​by benefiting from contemporary knowledge, skills and teaching techniques with the philosophy of a qualified researcher academic staff that embodies the values ​​required to reach a modern, contemporary education level.

1 Has theoretical and applied knowledge in the field of Art History.
2 Can use the concepts and information gained in the field of Art History.
3 Collects, analyzes, interprets and shares information related to the field of Art History with relevant persons, institutions and organizations when necessary.
4 Sees and defines images and symbols.
5 Can make style comparisons in the field of Art History.
6 Can express the information acquired in the field of Art History orally and in writing.
7 Has the ability to benefit from auxiliary disciplines to Art History (such as literature, history, archaeology, anthropology, philosophy, sociology).
8 Can use the techniques and modern tools required for Art History research.
9 Documents, interprets and analyzes works of art systematically.
10 Ability to work in teams in field studies
11 Ability to use Art History methods/techniques and information/communication technologies in field studies
12 Having professional ethics and sense of responsibility
13 Ability to use methods that will ensure the up-to-dateness of information in parallel with the education received based on the necessity of lifelong learning.
14 Creates and develops sensitivity to ethical values ​​regarding the protection and preservation of cultural heritage. Contributes to the development of awareness in society regarding the protection of historical environment.
15 Being aware of the integrity of art, culture and life with updated information and having the awareness of protecting, protecting and promoting cultural assets
16 Being informed about Western and Contemporary Arts and Turkish Islamic Arts
17 Being able to effectively use methods of accessing information such as bibliography and archive sources
18 Being able to evaluate works produced in different geographies and historical sections within their cultural and social contexts with theoretical methods
In this context, the most important outcome of this program is that students will gain new skills in accessing and evaluating information on time and in place.

The degree of realization of program outcomes is closely related to the success status of students. In order to evaluate this, according to the Yozgat Bozok University Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education - Teaching and Examination Regulation, students' success status is monitored with the grades they receive from the courses and the Term Grade Point Average (GPA) and General Grade Point Average (GPA) values ​​calculated through the ECTS credits of the courses.

SAMPLE APPLICATION PROOF
Art History Department Course Information Package
· 5. CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT
· 
· The Department of Art History aims to continuously improve education and training activities and establish effective communication with internal and external stakeholders with a scientific, innovative and entrepreneurial approach. The strengths and weaknesses of the department and program's education, training and management activities have been evaluated according to appropriate conditions, taking into account opportunities and threats. The evaluation was addressed under the following headings:
· Quality education and training,
· Contributing to becoming an entrepreneurial and innovative research university,
· Continuous updating of course content and renewal of course plans when necessary,
· Balanced distribution of course loads,
· Effective career planning,
· Establishing a more effective communication network with internal and external stakeholders,
· Student and academic communication,
· Strengthening alumni relations.
· Strengths of the Program:
· Academic staff has the capacity to produce qualified work in the field,
· Relations with external stakeholders are increased and made more effective,
· Availability of a library, cafeteria, market, social and sports facilities on campus,
· Acceleration of the university's public relations and promotional activities.
· Weaknesses of the Program:
· Insufficient research assistant staff,
· Insufficient budgets allocated for scientific research,
· Lack of computer laboratories.
· Opportunities:
· Potential for contemporary developments in science and technology to contribute effectively to education, training and research activities,
· The program is open and suitable for multi-disciplinary research,
· Increasing need for qualified and equipped personnel in public institutions and the private sector.
· Threats:
· The time that academic staff can allocate to research activities is decreasing,
· Uncertainties created by the pandemic and economic crises,
· The decrease in purchasing power of budgets allocated to research and development due to foreign exchange fluctuations,
· Insufficient number of academic staff required for the development of universities,
· The negative impact of academic staff's anxiety and especially mobbing and economic problems on scientific work.

Sample Application Evidence:
Yozgat Bozok University Continuous Improvement Studies
The department plans its continuous development and improvement studies with a systematic approach.
[bookmark: _Toc180951192]6. EDUCATION PLAN

The Art History Department Undergraduate Program Education Plan has been prepared within the scope of the Yozgat Bozok University Associate Degree, Undergraduate Education-Teaching and Examination Regulation. In line with the updated curriculum for the 2024-2025 academic year, the program's education plan has been structured so that students can best develop their knowledge, skills and professional competence. It is presented in the appendix section of the report.
Sample Application Evidence:
Art History Department Course Curriculum
Art History Department Undergraduate Program Education Methods
• Face-to-Face Lecture: The instructor teaching the course explains the topics face-to-face with the visuals shown on the board or projector. In this process, the projector is actively used, and during the lesson, the instructor asks questions to the students, discusses the topic and uses the brainstorming method. Research topics or assignments are given to students at certain periods; students gain self-confidence by presenting these topics in class and understand the topic better. Ununderstood topics are repeated by the instructor and students' questions are answered.
• Problem Solving: Questions prepared for the topics covered in the course are presented to the students by the instructor. The path to be followed in the problem solving process, the methods to be used and the interpretation of the results are provided.
• Drill and Practice: Applications are made to reinforce the subject. Applications are carried out during the course or at a different time, using relevant books and additional resources.
• Question-Answer: During or after the subject explanation or application, students' questions are answered. In the given assignments, questions-answer applications are made and solutions are found for the problems encountered by the students.

• Homework: Projects and assignments are given so that the course topics are better understood and remembered by the students. The aim of the assignments is for the student to recognize and understand the problem, to scan the necessary literature, to gain solution development skills and to prepare and present a report.

7. TEACHING STAFF
The main duty of the faculty members of the Art History Department is to conduct courses and conduct research within the scope of the program. Information on all faculty members who are responsible for teaching courses is provided below. In addition, the relevant job descriptions are also published on the department's website.
Faculty Members in the Department:
• Assoc. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Kutlu – Department Chair
• Assistant Prof. Dr. Pınar Serdar Dinçer – Department Vice Chair
• Assistant Prof. Dr. Betül Özcan Balkır – Department Vice Chair
• Assoc. Prof. Dr. İlkgül Kaya
• Assistant Prof. Dr. Demet Taşkan
• Assistant Prof. Dr. Hür Kamil Biçici
• Assistant Prof. Dr. Adem Sevim

Sample Application Evidence:
Faculty Members in the Department
8. INFRASTRUCTURE

Information on the classes allocated to the Art History Department within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences of Yozgat Bozok University is provided below:

	Unit 
	Number
	Capacity

	B 204 Classroom
	1
	90

	C 204 Drawing Classroom
	1
	42



The classroom in Block B of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and the drawing classroom in Block C are allocated to the Art History Undergraduate Program. There is a projector in these classrooms. The drawing classroom has suitable tables and chairs for students to make architectural and small-foundation drawings; however, there is no fixed board. In addition, equipment such as laser meters, which are frequently used in field studies, are used both in the drawing laboratory and for scientific studies in the field. When needed, other laboratory facilities within the university are also used.

Our university's Central Library provides service in a 5,751 m² usage area and has a capacity for 200 students at the same time. The library increases this capacity to 280 with a 60-person internet hall and a 20-person carrel (single study rooms and internet connection). The library also has a 70-person equipped meeting hall, a newspaper and magazine reading room, and an audio-visual room. 350 visual materials (CD, VCD, DVD) and current national and local newspapers are available for students.
As of 2023, Yozgat Bozok University Central Library collection includes 53,000 printed books, 2,012 graduation theses and 300 audiovisual materials. Printed books can be searched on the internet and all books except reference sources are loaned to university students and staff. As of 2020, our university contributes to scientific research by subscribing to 45 international databases in addition to the databases provided by ULAKBİM. Students can access these databases and electronic journals using the internet lounge in the library.
Thanks to our university's membership in various electronic libraries, students have the opportunity to follow current publications on Art History. Our central library's database subscriptions are available on the university library page.

Sample Application Proof:
Yozgat Bozok University Central Library Page
[bookmark: _Toc180951195]10. ORGANIZATION AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESSES

Our university bases its management and organization processes on the provisions of the Higher Education Law No. 2547. The university's management bodies are the Rector, the University Senate and the University Board of Directors. The Art History Undergraduate Program is located within the Faculty of Arts and Sciences in terms of academic organization. More information about the faculty's management bodies can be found on the Faculty of Arts and Sciences page.































11. PROGRAM-SPECIFIC CRITERIA

Students who graduate from Yozgat Bozok University, Faculty of Arts and Sciences, Art History Undergraduate Program graduate by gaining the competencies specified in the program outcomes. The program outcomes matrix and course syllabus are included in the Education Catalog.

Sample Application Proof:
Program Outcomes Matrix and Details
Course Syllabus Page
[bookmark: _Toc180951197]12. STRENGTHS AND OPEN TO IMPROVEMENT

Strengths of the Program:
• The academic staff consists of experts who have the capacity to produce qualified works in the field.
• The existence of different postgraduate programs suitable for interdisciplinary studies and the effective evaluation of these programs.
• Increasing and activating relations with external stakeholders, expanding cooperation opportunities.
• The presence of a library, cafeteria, market, social and sports facilities on the campus, meeting the social and academic needs of students.
• The increase in the public relations and promotional activities of the university allows the university to reach wider audiences.
• The availability of Double Major/ Minor Degreee opportunities in Archaeology and History undergraduate programs for our students with high GPAs.
Strengths of the Program:
• Increasing the potential for more comprehensive projects by integrating current developments in the field of science and technology into education-training and research activities.
• Developing the opportunity to contribute to various fields by focusing on more research and comprehensive studies, as the program is suitable for multi/interdisciplinary research with many different disciplines.
• With the increasing need for qualified personnel in society, the trained experts will have wider employment opportunities and more effective steps will be taken to meet this need.




13. CONCLUSION
The Art History Department Undergraduate Program meticulously fulfills all responsibilities undertaken within the framework of our university's quality assurance activities. In this direction, Bologna Education-Training Information Package studies, annual activity reports and internal control reports are prepared annually and submitted to the unit management. In addition, a strategic plan is prepared every five years at our university, and the current Education-Training Strategic Plan has been updated to cover the years 2022-2026. This plan aims to improve the education-training activities of the Art History Department and increase their quality.
Sample Application Evidence:
Bozok University Strategic Plan
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